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become identical with Bhagavata and that Bhagavata would re-
sound from every cell of his body.22 Vazhakunnam had been a
recognised Bhagavata interpreter since about 1920. This sub-
stantiates Ottur's view23 that Vazhakunnam started his Bhagavata
exposition 24 years before 1119.

The lasting influence of Bhagavata exhortation made the devo-
tees of Guruvayur accept Vazhakunnam as an exalted figure. The
nearest north western pillar to the inner shrine of the Srikrishna
temple bears Vazhakunnam's figure sculptured on its eastern side
and his inspiring portrait has been installed at the temple premises.
Again as a relic, a small sealed box has been kept in safe custody
at Gumvayur Kootampala, which is supposed to contain many
documentary evidences connected with Vazhakunnam. The present
day generation keeps the memory of Vazhakunnam alive by ar-
ranging the Vazhakunnam Memorial Bhagavata Saptaha at the
Guruvayur Kootampala during the first week of the month of
Karkidakam (Malayalam era), every year.

22. Ottur Unni Nambudiripad, op.cit. p.xxiL

23. Ottur Unni Nambudiripad, ibid., p.i.
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